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not, they would be as ready as were their Roman
Catholic ancestors, or as are their Protestant con-
temporaries, to resist any aggression on the civil or
political supremacy of England.' But, as Pro-
fessor Dicey has admitted,104 no absolute theory of
sovereignty can ever be consistent since it is always
subject to the opinions of those it commands.
And it is immensely difficult to understand why
the Catholics should have been subject to a political
logic which never has and never will be put into
operation.
The argument for the Roman Catholic upon the
basis of toleration seems well-nigh unanswerable.
'It is a mockery of toleration,' said the West-
minster Review,10* 'to permit people to believe in
a divine corporation, and then to refuse them their
corporate offices/ Sir George Bowyer, in an
exceedingly able pamphlet, pointed out that 'the
Pope has only created certain offices in a Church
which is, in the eye of the law a dissenting body,
and as much a voluntary society as any other
incorporated body enjoying no legal privileges or
franchises. And the theological claims of our
Church do not alter the case. They belong to
religion, and are within the inviolable rights of
liberty of conscience over which no human power
can exercise jurisdiction.noe They were doing no
more than attend to the internal organisation of
104 See his Law of the Constitution (7th ed.), pp. 74-82,
105  Westminster Review, 1851, Vol. UV, p. 458.
loe The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and the New Hierarchy,
London, 1851, p. 20.